
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020  
research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 730398  

 

The sole responsibility for the content of this report lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
European Union. Neither EASME nor the European Commission are responsible for any use that may be made of the information 
contained therein 

 

 

 

Grant Agreement No: 730398 Project Acronym: Water2REturn 

Project Title: Recovery and Recycling of nutrients TURNing wasteWATER into added-value 
products for a circular economy in agriculture  

Funding scheme: Horizon 2020 – Innovation Action 

Project Coordinator: BIOAZUL 

Start date of the project: 01.07.2017 Duration of the project: 57 months 

Contractual delivery date: 31.03.2022 (deadline as stated in the DoA) 

Actual delivery date: 30.03.2022 

Contributing WP: WP10: Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation 

Dissemination level: Public 

Authors: UECBV 

Contributors: ENCO, ELO 

Version: 1.0 



D10.4 Final Conference and Brokerage event  

Water2REturn Project - All Rights Reserved - Grant Agreement n° 730398   1 

 

List of abbreviations 
 

C&D Communication and Dissemination 

D Deliverable 

DoA Description of Action 

EASME European Agency for Small and Medium Enterprises 

EC European Commission 

EU The European Union 

FFA Forum for the Future of Agriculture 

H2020 Horizon 2020 

LCA Life Cycle Assessment 

LCC Life Cycle Costing 

Q&A Questions and Answers 

W2R Water2REturn 

WP Work Package 

 

  



D10.4 Final Conference and Brokerage event  

Water2REturn Project - All Rights Reserved - Grant Agreement n° 730398   2 

Table of Contents 
Executive Summary ...................................................................................................................... 3 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................. 3 

1. Final Conference ................................................................................................................... 3 
1.1. Dissemination activities .......................................................................................................... 9 

2. Brokerage event ................................................................................................................. 13 
2.1. Dissemination activities ........................................................................................................ 14 

Evaluation of effectiveness ......................................................................................................... 16 

Conclusions ................................................................................................................................ 16 
 

  



D10.4 Final Conference and Brokerage event  

Water2REturn Project - All Rights Reserved - Grant Agreement n° 730398   3 

Executive Summary 
This document reports a summary of Water2REturn Final conference and brokerage event. Both events 
had a great participation in terms of numbers and target of participants, thanks also to the huge effort 
put by BIOAZUL, ELO, UECBV and ENCO into dissemination activities to promote both events. This results 
in reaching the KPIs set during the proposal preparation and allowed the consortium to maximise the 
exploitation impact of the project.  

Introduction 
The Water2REturn Final Conference and Brokerage event have allowed a comprehensive presentation of 
project results giving as well the opportunity to a wide range of stakeholder to directly interact with 
project partners. This 2-day event (21st and 29th March 2022) has been organised online by ELO and UECBV 
with support of all project partners cooperation. The events structure has prioritised interactive and 
engaging sessions, such as Q&A and matchmaking sessions. The 2 events have been conceived to be 
appealing to stakeholders coming from different fields (water industry, farmers, administrations at 
different levels, academia), in order to maximise the results of Water2REturn project. During these events 
the W2R promotional material has been disseminated as well and synergies with other circular economy 
and water projects have been created and consolidated. 

1. Final Conference 
The Final Conference has been organised on 21st of March 2022, by ELO and UECBV with the support of 
the rest of Water2REturn partners in the frame of the Forum for the Future of Agriculture, an open 
dialogue event for the agriculture and the environment. The conference was attended by 55 people where 
the partners presented the main outputs of the project and discussed on integrated nutrients recovery 
from wastewater, organic fertilizers, and biostimulants products. It has been as well an important 
occasion to consolidate the synergy established with FERTIMANURE project as an excellent initiative in 
the frame of nutrients recovery.  
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Figure 1: Final Conference agenda 

As it is possible to see from the agenda presented above, the event was opened by Daniel Monteleone, 
project officer at ELO, who welcomed all the attendees and presented the different sessions. 

 

Figure 2: Daniel Monteleone (ELO) 

Pilar Zapata, general coordinator of Water2REturn and senior R&D project manager at BIOAZUL, made an 
introduction of the project and the focused her presentation on different aspects such as: the reasons 
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and the needs behind W2R project, how W2R system is working, the introduction and explanation of all 
lines (water, algae, sludge, and energy), key innovations and results, demo site, potential clients, 
environmental and economic benefits of using W2R solutions and products. 

 

Figure 3: Pilar Zapata (BIOAZUL) 

David Haigh, R&D project manager at Agoindustrial KIMITEC SL, presented how works the process of 
nutrients recovery in Water2REturn system and explained the manufacturing of the agronomics products. 
In particular he presented the agronomic products overview and results and subsequently he focused on 
each agronomic product production and formulation and results from the field tests. 

 

Figure 4: David Haigh (KIMITEC) 
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Later Gulgan Acar from 2B explained in what consists the methodology of Life Cicle Assesment and how 
it is applied to Water2REturn. She also presented in exclusive the Layman's Report, a non-scientific 
explanation of the project that has been shared among Water2Return contacts. Furthermore, she also 
presented the environmental and social assessment, hotspot analysis, results from LCA, LCC, and Social 
LCA. 

 

Figure 5: Gulgun Acar (2B) 

Marco de la Feld, innovation manager of UECBV, was the following speaker who talked about the impact 
of Water2REturn on the industrial sector and also contributed with some figures about the meat sector 
at global and European level. In particular he considered the meat production and consumption pointing 
the attention also at regulatory framework focusing on Water Framework Directive,  Sewage Sludge 
Directive, EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and upcoming legislation.  
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Figure 6: Marco de la Feld (UECBV) 

Afterwards, Laia Llenas, deputy director at BETA Technological Center, presented the FERTIMANURE 
project as an example of another initiative which works on innovative nutrient recovery from animal 
manure. By introducing the challenges, opportunities, objectives, innovative nutrient recovery 
technologies, and results achieved, she has explained that FERTIMANURE is an EU-funded project which 
develops, integrates, tests and validates innovative Nutrient Management Strategies to efficiently recover 
mineral nutrients and other relevant products with agronomic value, from animal manure. 

 

Figure 7: Laia Llenas (FERTIMANURE) 

The last speaker was Daniel Monteleone from ELO who explained the impact of the project in the 
agricultural sector. He also focused on regulatory aspects regarding biostimulants and fertilizers stressing 
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out the INMAP, National policies, EU Fertilizers regulation 2018-2019, and the Farm to Fork Strategy. Then 
he explained the importance of using organic fertilizers and their environmental and economic benefits. 

 

Figure 8: Daniel Monteleone (ELO) 

Afterwards, he introduced for the first time the second official video of Water2REturn. The conference 
finalised with a round of questions where all the participants asked to the speakers interesting questions. 
The Final Conference was audio/video recorded and it is possible to watch it on the Water2REturn official 
YouTube channel. 

 

Figure 9: W2R video premiere 
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1.1. Dissemination activities 

The Final Conference has been widely disseminated through different channels both previously an after 
the event: 

 News on the project website 

 

Figure 10: Final Conference news 

 

 Social media channels (Twitter and LinkedIn) 

      

Figure 11: Final conference LinkedIn posts 
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Figure 12: Final Conference tweets 
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 W2R YouTube channel 

 

Figure 13: Final Conference video - YouTube 

 FFA official channels (website, social and YouTube) 

   

Figure 14: FFA website 
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Figure 15: FFA Twitter 

 

Figure 16: FFA YouTube 
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2. Brokerage event 
The Brokerage Event was organized one week after the Final Conference, on 29th March, always in the 
frame of the Forum for the Future of Agriculture. Thanks to ELO it has been possible to use their virtual 
platform in order to maximise the impacts and connect remotely with as many people as possible. Project 
partners have been virtually available at Water2REturn stand in  the Exhibition Hall of the Forum for 
Future of Agriculture in order to answer to attendees questions during two slots (10:00 – 12:00 and 14:00 
– 16:00). Attendees were previously asked to register to the platform in order to allow them to directly 
interact with W2R partners through the live chat made available by Forum for Future of Agriculture. Below 
it is possible to see the brokerage event virtual platform provided by FFA. 

    

Figure 17: Brokerage event FFA virtual platform - Hall  (left) and Exhibition room (right) 

Furthermore, the brokerage event has been thought also as a way to create and reinforce synergies with 
other circular economy and water projects; as it is possible to see from the figure below, in order to 
maximise the event impact, Water2REturn consortium have created synergies with: 

 REFLOW -  Phosphorus REcovery for FertiLisers frOm dairy processing Waste; funded within the 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Action 

 AGRIWATER - Innovative and Sustainable Measures of Keeping Water in the Agricultural 
Landscape; co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme 

 FERTIMANURE - Innovative nutrient recovery from secondary sources – Production of high-added 
value FERTIlisers from animal MANURE; funded by Horizon2020 research & innovation 
programme; 

 BioWILL - An  Integrated Zero Waste Biorefinery; an Interreg NWE funded project. 

 

 

Figure 18: Circular Economy & Water Projects stand 
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2.1. Dissemination activities 

The Brokerage event as well has been widely disseminated through different channels in order to reach 
a good number of participants: 

 News on the project website 

 

Figure 19: Brokerage event news 

 Social media channels (Twitter and LinkedIn) 
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Figure 20: Brokerage event post on Twitter (left) and LinkedIn (right) 

 

 Announcement on the W2R newsletter 

 

Figure 21: Brokerage event promotion on W2R newsletter 
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Evaluation of effectiveness 
From the table below it is possible to consult the KPI set during the proposal preparation and the result 
reached at the end of the project when both the Final Conference and the Brokerage Event were 
performed. 

C&D Tool KPI identified 
Results 

foreseen 
Results achieved 

(M57) 
Evaluation 

Final conference and 
Brokerage event 

Number of 
attendees 

80 124 (55+69)  

Table 1: Final Conference and Brokerage event KPI evaluation 

Conclusions 
The Water2REturn consortium is satisfied with the great acceptance of the Final conference both for 
numbers of participants and their interest in making questions and taking contact with technical partners 
for future exploitation of Water2REturn solutions and products. Brokerage event as well has made 
possible for attendees to virtually interact face to face with all project partners. KPIs set during the 
proposal preparation have been reached thank also the effort made in dissemination activities and 
impacts will be assured also after the project ends thanks also to the contacts made during these events. 


